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The Kala Bhairava Astakam

L.

I worship Kala Bhairava, the Supreme Lord of Kasi, the sky-clothed, extolled by Narada and many
other yogis, the compassionate one, the moon-crested one whose sacred thread is a snake, whose
sanctified feet are served by the King of Gods.

I worship Kala Bhairava, the Supreme Lord of Kas1, the undying, the lotus-eyed, [who appears with]
dice and a trident, vanquisher of death, blue-throated bestower of the desired aim, the supreme,
deliverer from the ocean of worldly existence, who is as brilliant as ten thousand suns.

I worship Kala Bhairava, the Supreme Lord of Kas1, lover of the wonderful tandava dance, the
eternal, the terribly powerful, imperishable bestower of wellness, the primal cause, who has a trident,
an ax, and a noose in hand.

I worship Kala Bhairava, the Supreme Lord of Kasi, granter of fruition and liberation, of a laudable,
pleasing form, kind to his devotees, steadfast, who extends and pervades the whole world, whose hips
are adorned with shining golden bells which jingle pleasantly.

I worship Kala Bhairava, the Supreme Lord of Kasi, whose remaining limb-adorning golden cords are
themselves serpents, the etherial, bestower of refuge and protection, protector of Dharma and
destroyer of the Adharmic path.
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I worship Kala Bhairava, the Supreme Lord of Kas1, upon whose two feet bejeweled slippers shine
splendidly, who is steadfast and unsurpassed, the desired object of worship who is without blemish,
destroyer of death’s conceit, whose dreadful fangs rend fetters.

7. 1worship Kala Bhairava, the Supreme Lord of Kasi, giver of the eight powers whose neck is
garlanded with skulls, whose striking glance destroys the evil web of the cruel precepts, whose loud
laughter shatters the egg of Brahma which is the limit of the expanse.

8. I worship Kala Bhairava, the Supreme Lord of Kasi, ruler of the universe, the primeval, the ethereal,
chief of the consortium of demons, bestower of great fame, whose abode is Kast: the universe's sacred
space and the purgative of the accursed.

9. Those who read the Kala Bhairava Astakam - this fascinating means to [achieve] liberation - will

advance the growth of beautiful virtue and the destruction of torment, anger, greed, affliction,
ignorance, and sorrow.
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